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At the end of the 18th century, Francisco de Goya launched the first edition of  
Los Caprichos, a satirical series of eighty aquatint etchings that criticised aspects of 
Spanish society, sparing no institution or social class. One of the most celebrated 
plates, entitled Ni mas ni menos (Neither more no less), depicted a portrait painter 
and a model, both caricatured as animals: the monkey in the role of court painter, 
mischievous by nature, and the donkey, symbolising the aristocratic class. Goya’s 
allegory reminds us of the main character in this exhibition, Artur Varela’s hero,  
The Donkey.

For those who don’t know Artur Varela (1937-2017), he may yet be the last of the 
artists to be revisited of the famous Alternativa Zero, a multidimensional and seminal 
exhibition of contemporary Portuguese art subsequent to the 25th April Revolution, 
organised by the equally famous Ernesto de Sousa.

Artur, born in Almodovar, enrolled in the Lisbon School of Fine Arts and on the day 
he completed his degree in 1963, escaped to Paris and later to Holland, the country 
that naturalized “van der Hella”, prize-winning sculptor. Ten years later, he returned 
to Portugal, but it wasn’t until the end of the 1980s that he washed ashore in Portugal 
for good.

The adoration to art of the infamous Artur Varela at the Zé dos Bois Gallery will have 
two moments.

The first moment centres on the artist’s corrosive and caricatural relationship with 
this little land of mild manners. Artur’s humour is a rapacious conceptual operation 
that appropriates art to do neither more nor less than topple any structure of power 
whatsoever.

He spits on the Portuguese petite bourgeoisie, the pious old ladies and 
paedophile priests, petty-minded power, the miracle of the State and the Church, 
the masturbations of imperialism and the snotty legacy of the tragic-maritime 
enterprise...

In the second part of this exhibition, we celebrate Varela’s distrust of the art world’s 
royal courtiers, of which we may or may not be a part. An irony we welcome with 
bared teeth.

	 Lisbon, 30 November 2023
	 Friends of Artur



ENTRANCE

1. Reproduction of a piece or photograph by the 
artist, 1973
Back of the catalogue for the exhibition 
“Collages, Objects, Films”, SNBA, 
Lisbon, 1973

ROOM 1

2. AS MARAVILHAS DA NATUREZA  
— animais os nossos amigos — 
O BURRO, 1973 
(THE WONDERS OF NATURE 
— animals our friends —
The Donkey, 1973)
Super 8 mm (transferred to digital), 
colour, without sound, 4’48’’
 

ROOM 2

3. Untitled (Character), 1965-66
Acacia wood and acrylic paint, 
157 × 85 × 20 cm

4. Untitled, 1980
Silkscreen on cardboard, 70 × 50 cm
Presented at the installation “...do génio 
português”, Galeria Quadrum, Lisbon, 1980

5. Untitled, 1980
Photocopy and typed text 
on A4 paper, dimensions variable 
Presented at the installation “...do génio 
português”, Galeria Quadrum, Lisbon, 1980  

6. Untitled [Tejo-Portugal/velas enfunadas] 
(Tejo Portugal/sails full of wind), 1973
Collage and biros on cardboard, 
70 × 100 cm

ROOM 3

7. Português Suave, 1980
7 photographic prints from the original negative, 
40 × 30 cm 
Presented and vandalised at the installation “...do 
génio português”, Galeria Quadrum, Lisbon, 1980

8.
O homem e o peixe (The man and the fish), 
c. 1973
Super 8 mm (transferred to digital), 
colour, without sound, 3’28’’’

Souvenir de vacances (Holiday Souvenir), c. 1973
Super 8 mm (transferred to digital), 
colour, without sound, 3’28’’

Le printemps en Algarve commence  
en janvier (Spring in the Algarve starts in 
January), 1973
Super 8 mm (transferred to digital), 
colour, without sound, 4’07’’

9. Small album, 1973
Collage and china ink on cardboard, 
70 × 100 cm

10. Untitled, c. 2015
Fibreglass and stone dust, 
80 × 115 × 60 cm

ROOM 4

11. Where are the paintings ?…, 1975
Graphite and coloured pencil on paper, 
64.8 × 48 cm

12. Mare Portucalae (Portucalae Sea), 1983
Acrylic on canvas, 200 × 158 cm

ROOM 5

13. Der Himmel, 2005
China ink, pen, graphite 
and vieux-chene on cardboard
27 unnumbered boards, 35 × 50 cm
A possible narrative is presented in this 
exhibition. 

14. Untitled (Dusk), 1964-65
Acacia wood and acrylic paint, 
153 × 64 × 64 cm    

All pieces courtesy of Amanda Booth/Artur 
Varela Collection, with the exception of the 
sculpture in room 2, courtesy of Sophie and 
Tuke Taylor.

ROOM 3 ROOM 5ROOM 2 ROOM 4

2

5

6

4

1312

11

9

14

7

3

ROOM 1

8

10



NEM MAIS NEM MENOS (ADORO A ARTE) 
— EXHIBITION BY ARTUR VARELA
30.11.2023 — 12.04.2024

ADORO A ARTE (NEM MAIS NEM MENOS) 
— EXHIBITION BY ARTUR VARELA
18.04.2024 — 04.05.2024 

Curated by
amigos de Artur

Production
ZDB

Assembly
Alexandre Estrela
Ana Baliza
Carlos Gaspar 
Natxo Checa
Pedro Henriques 
Vitalyi Tkachuk

Graphic Design
Sílvia Prudêncio

Communication
Catarina Rebelo

Acknowledgements
Friends of Artur would like to thank everyone who made this exhibition possible, especially Amanda 
Booth, Sophie and Tuke Taylor, Rui Brito and Arlete Alves da Silva, Maria da Graça Carmona e Costa, Maria 
Ramalho, Isabel Zarazúa, Mikael Larsson and Borja Caro. Amanda Booth, the loyal trustee, thanks Helder 
Alfaiate, AAPTA (Associação de Artistas Plásticos e Técnicos Afins), Olga Brit, Vanessa Badagliacca, Maria 
do Céu Ganhão, Olga Maia Seco, Zé Feitor, Ampersand (Martin Laborde, Alice Dusapin and Justin Jaeckle) 
to whom we also thank, our friends Natxo Checa, Alexandre Estrela and Ana Baliza who, in turn, thank 
Artur’s friends and enemies.

Monday to Saturday 6pm to 10pm 

GALERIA ZÉ DOS BOIS
Rua da Barroca 59, 1200-047 
zedosbois.org
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